About This Issue

oving and still images have
been powerful forces in
learning for a long time.

When students take the pictures

and actively use them for purposeful
knowledge generation, you have a dy-
namite combination for engagement
and active learning. The technology
for making this possible is currently
affordable, available, and easy to use.
With effective pedagogy, students can
use the technology to dig deeper into
content as well as support their efforts
to learn basic skills such as reading
and writing.

How can digital images be used
in the curriculum to support learn-
ing? We have pulled together this
special issue to help you answer this
question. Teachers have been using
images with their students since be-
fore computer-based technology and
now—with technology tools—even
more. Now, because of the prevalence
of digital cameras, it is time to take
the benefits beyond specialized cur-
ricula and pioneering teachers.

One approach is to explore and
document the promising uses for
digital images in the core curriculum
areas. An annual leadership summit
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of represen-
tatives from
the teacher
education arms of
the curriculum orga-
nizations and editors of
Ed Tech periodicals made this
the focus of their September 2003
meeting at the National Gallery of
Art in Washington, D.C. The interest
and work actually began at a previous
meeting these folks attended in Ber-
muda in October 2002.
Glen Bull and Ann Thompson
set the scene by describing the sum-
mit and providing a framework for
the use of digital images in the cur-
riculum and discussing the benefits
and categories of use (p. 14). They
also introduce the four curriculum
articles on using digital images in
language arts, social studies, science,
and math. Sara Kajder and Janet
Swenson discuss how students work
with digital images as readers and as
writers in the English language arts
classroom (p. 18). Stephanie van
Hover, Kathy Swan, and Michael J.
Berson cover the potential of digital
images to facilitate the skills and un-
derstandings of historical thinking in
the social studies classroom (p. 22).
Randy L. Bell, John Park, and Doug
Toti discuss how current technologies
put the power of image making for
scientific visualization in the hands
of students (p. 26). Brian Sharp, Joe
Garofalo, and Ann Thompson discuss
how digital photography offers new
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opportunities to engage students in
mathematics, creating and solving
real-world mathematics problems
(p. 30).

Another timely submission by Judy
van Scoter covers the use of digital
images, cameras, and microscopes
in the early childhood classroom to
engage students, stimulate curiosity,
and provide rich opportunities for
language and literacy (p. 34).

As with any area using technology,
we need some information on the
technology itself—Dboth the hardware
and software. Barbara Chamberlin
covers key concepts for using digi-
tal cameras and photos (p. 38). ].V.
Bolkan takes a look at image editing
software in the affordable (less than
$150) price range and compares
them to the standard of Photoshop
CS ($649, p. 54). And Eric Oderman
provides a student’s point of view
on the value of working with digital
media in a broadcasting environment
(p. 48).

L& rounds out the May issue
with a few more interesting articles.
ISTE seeks to grow Ed Tech leaders
at all levels and provide them with the
resources they need to be successful.
So we continue our focus on leader-
ship as Chris Stephenson interviews
Don Knezek, ISTE CEO, about
U.S. policy, legislation, and advocacy
(p. 6). Kate Conley concludes her
series on seminal readings for leaders
with a focus on technology integra-
tion (p. 10). And, this month’s Mem-
ber Profile features Rhonda Lee, a
leader in providing her students in
St. James Parish, Louisiana, with the
best technology-enhanced education
she can (p. 62).
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LOOK FOR
THIS SEAL

nets aligned

for Students
for Teachers
for Administrators

It’s your assurance that

a product or service has
demonstrated alignment
with ISTE’s National
Educational Technology
Standards (NETS). You'll
find this Seal of Alignment
on products, services,

and resources ISTE has
rigorously reviewed and
determined meet specific
NETS standards for
Students (NETSeS),
Teachers (NETSeT), and/or
Administrators (NETSeA).

To date, more than 90% of
states already use NETS in
their technology, assessment,
and/or curriculum plans.

Visit www.iste.org/standards/
to learn more.

Look for the
ISTE NETS Review

and Seal of Alignment
when evaluating your
Ed Tech purchases.
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L&SL has helped ISTE focus on

growing leaders by sharing educator’s
stories about best and promising
practices. One of the best practices
we have supported over the years

is real-world learning. Gail Lovely
reviews some real-world tools that
can enhance learning in many differ-
ent classrooms and educational
settings (p. 50).

Now that the academic year is
coming to a close, I would like to
take this opportunity to offer you
a challenge: Are you ready to exhibit
your leadership qualities by writing
an article and contributing to the
body of knowledge we have about
the effective integration of technol-
ogy into teaching and learning? We
are here to help you hone your ideas
and communicate them to your
peers. Send your article idea to us
at submissions@iste.org or get some
guidance at http://www.iste.org/LL/
submissions/.

Online POP Survey Results

Last month we asked visitors to
the L&L Web site "What is the
greatest barrier to using technology
now! A lack of time, knowledge,
training, resources or support?"
Most of you railed about training
and time issues.
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In our May survey, we follow up

on the training issue by asking
about your access to opportunities.
Let us know what you think!

Go online to http//www.iste.org/LL
to take the latest poll.
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